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Don’t forget to promote the
work of the Society to your
friends and family - perhaps
they would like to become
members of the Society for
just £10 for the year!

See our website for further
information…

Launch of Lecale Review No.13
The Society will be launching the thirteenth volume of Lecale Review on
Monday 16th November 2015.

We invite all members to come along to Down County Museum  from
6:30pm onwards for the launch of this year’s journal.

The guest speaker for this year
will be Mr John Gray, former
Librarian at the Linen Hall
Library, Belfast.

All paid-up members receive a
complimentary copy of Lecale
Review per household.  This can
be collected from 6:30pm
onwards, with official
proceedings beginning at
7:30pm sharp.

We also ask once again that if
there are any paid up members who cannot make it on the night, please
arrange for a friend collect your copy on the night.  This helps to reduce
the cost of postage dramatically for the Society.

Musical entertainment and refreshments will be provided following the
launch.

!! MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS !!
There are still several members who have not paid their membership subscription for

this year.  Subscriptions were due back in April.

Standing Order forms are available from the Treasurer if you feel you would like to set
one up to avoid forgetting about membership fees.

Membership for the year is just £10 for an individual or £15 for a household.



Important Notice

Our Treasurer and Membership Registrar, Philip Blair, will be standing down after six years service.  We
therefore will need a new Treasurer and Membership Registrar by May 2016, our Annual General Meeting.
This voluntary job can be taken on by one or more people.
Please contact Chairman, Berkley Farr or Secretary, Wendy Osborne if you can offer your time.

Notification of Special General Meeting

Downpatrick Daimler Find
This beautiful old hand-built Daimler 'Twenty-Seven'
has been found in Holland (Oct 2015).

It was originally registered in Downpatrick in October
1946 (BZ 9999), obviously for a very rich customer
as the Daimler factory records show that this was the
only car of its kind sold new in the whole of Ireland!

It was bought 40 years ago in Ireland by a Belgian
gentleman, who has since passed away, and is now
in the possession of Angelo Valencia, of Holland.

If you know anything about this car, for example who
owned it, we would love to hear from you.

A special general meeting of the Society will be held on Monday 7th December 2015
at 7:15pm in Down County Museum.

The purpose of this special meeting is to consider the following resolution:

“To agree the content of the revised Constitution of the Lecale & Downe Historical
Society.”

A copy of the proposed revised Constitution is included with this newsletter.

Note: The Constitution has been revised as part of the Society’s ongoing process of
registration with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.  This is essential for the
Society to claim Gift Aid, which is an important part of our annual income.

We would greatly appreciate it if members who will be attending the December lecture
to come along at 7:15pm to enable us to hold this important meeting.

December Meeting
‘Down From Every Angle’
by Mike Hartwell
Monday, 7th December 2015 @ 7:30pm

Mike Hartwell is one of the most distinguished local
photographers and will be bringing us on a photographic tour of
County Down not to be missed.
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CONSTITUTION:  DRAFT August 2015 

LECALE & DOWNE HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

1.   Name: 

The society shall be called 'The Lecale & Downe Historical Society,' referred to as 
‘the Society’. 

2.   Purposes: 

The Society is established for exclusively charitable purposes to encourage public 
interest in, and promote the study of, local histories and environments and, in 
particular, those of the Barony of Lecale and adjacent areas in County Down.  

2.1. Powers 

In furtherance of the purposes, the charity shall have power to collect and 
disseminate information including holding lectures, publishing literature, holding 
exhibitions and carrying out visits to places of historic interest that provide 
opportunities for all sections of the community to be informed and involved in 
learning about the heritage of their locality. 

3.   Membership:    

3.1 The Society shall be open to all who subscribe to its aims, being admitted to 
membership by the Trustee Committee, and paying the relevant subscription as shall 
be decided and reviewed from time to time by the Trustee Committee. 

3.2 Membership of the Society shall lapse if any subscription is unpaid six months 
after it is due. 

4.   Honorary membership: 

Honorary members may be elected by the Society in recognition of outstanding 
service rendered to the Society or its aims. 

5.   Honorary President:  

5.1 The Annual General Meeting of the Society (AGM) shall elect an honorary 
president to serve for a period of three years.  

5.2 The president shall not be eligible to serve for two successive terms 

5.3 In the event of a president leaving office before the end of the three year term, a 
successor shall be elected for a three year term at the following AGM. 
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 6.   Trustees: 

6.1 Trustees shall be paid-up or honorary members of the Society. There shall be at 
least three Trustees of the Society. Trustees will be appointed at the Society AGM 
and can serve for an initial term of five years; Trustees may be re-appointed for one 
additional term.  

6.2 Should a position as a Trustee become vacant, an election by those paid-up and 
honorary members of the Society at the AGM shall take place to fill the position.  

6.3 Each member nominated for appointment as a Trustee must be proposed and 
seconded by other members present and must have signified their willingness to 
serve. If nominations exceed the number of vacancies a secret ballot shall take 
place. 

7.   Trustee Committee: 

7.1 The Trustee Committee shall elect its officers, who must include a chairman, 
vice-chairman, secretary, treasurer, and the holders of such other responsibilities as 
are deemed to be necessary. The names of all office-holders shall be conveyed to 
the general membership. 

7.2 The chairman of the Trustees shall be appointed for a term of up to 5 years and 
is eligible for re-appointment to that post for no more than five successive years. 

7.3 The Trustee Committee may fill any vacancies arising amongst its number on a 
temporary basis until the next AGM. 

7.4 The Trustee Committee may appoint sub-committees from the Society members, 
each sub-committee must be chaired by a Trustee. 

7.5 The quorum for any meeting of the Trustee Committee shall be three, of whom 
one must be the chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, or treasurer. 

7.6 The Trustees shall meet at least twice in each year. 

7.7  In the absence of the chairman, meetings of the Trustees shall be chaired by its 
vice-chairman. 

8.   Meetings: 

8.1 General meetings of the Society shall be chaired by the president. In the 
absence of the president, the chair shall be assumed by the chairman or vice-
chairman of the Trustees, in that order. 

8.2 An AGM shall be held in May of each year. The business of the meeting shall 
include presentation of the minutes of the previous annual general meeting, and of 
any intervening special general meetings; reception of the Trustee’s report for the 
previous year and the audited accounts of the Society; appointment of the honorary 
auditor and appointment of any Trustees. 
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8.3 Special general meetings may be held at any time at the instance of the Trustees 
or of not fewer than ten members who submit a request in writing to the secretary 
and whose membership has at that time been continuous for at least twelve months. 

8.4 Notification of any special general meeting of the Society, specifying the 
business to be transacted, shall be transmitted to all members seven clear days 
before the said meeting. Accidental omission to give notice of any meeting to or non-
receipt of notice of any meeting by any member shall not invalidate the proceedings 
at that meeting. 

8.5 Ordinary general meetings of the Society shall be held from time to time at the 
instance of the Trustees. 

8.6 All meetings of the Society must be called by the secretary or chairman, acting 
for the Trustees or by such other of its members as the Trustees may decide. 

8.7 At any meeting each paid-up member being an individual person shall have one 
vote. 

8.8 The quorum for any general meeting shall be fifteen members. 

8.9 At any meeting of the Trustees or of the Society the chairman of the meeting 
shall have a casting vote in the event of a tie. In any matter of the interpretation of 
the constitution the decision of the chairman of the Trustees shall be final. 

9.   Finance: 

9.1 The affairs of the Society shall be managed by the Trustees, and the Trustee 
Committee shall administer all funds and other assets of the Society.  

9.2 The treasurer shall keep a full record of the income and expenditure of the 
Society. The accounts of the Society shall be audited annually and those audited 
accounts shall be presented to the members at the AGM. 

9.3 In the event of the winding up of the Society, its funds and assets shall pass to 
such body having charitable objects as may be selected by a majority of the 
members present and voting at a meeting of the Society convened for that purpose. 

10.  Amendment: 

10.1 Amendments to the constitution may only be made at an AGM or a special 
general meeting, provided that notice of motion to propose any such amendment has 
been given in writing to the secretary at least thirty days before the date of the 
meeting, and has subsequently been included in the notification of the meeting. 

10.2 No amendment shall be made to the constitution of the Society unless 
approved by two-thirds of the members present and entitled to vote. 

10.3 No amendment may be made to this constitution which would cause the Society 
to cease to be a charity at law. 
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11.  Winding up: 

In the event of the Society being wound up its assets shall not be distributed to the 
members but shall be transferred to another charitable body having similar aims (see 
9.3). 
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